
 

 

LYMPNE  

NEWSLETTER 

NOVEMBER  2026 

IN THIS MONTHS ISSUE 
YOUTH CLUB PROGRESS, VILLAGE 
HALL AGM, BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

AND MUCH MORE 

DELIVERED TO HOMES 
IN LYMPNE, 

NEWINGREEN 
COURT-AT-STREET 

AND WEST HYTHE RD 

90 Years Young This Month 
In recognition of her services to the Parish, Barbara Johnson (Pictured with Parish Councillor 
Michael McAuley)has been made a Freewoman of the Parish, following a vote at a specially 
convened meeting of the Parish Council in August. The honour acknowledges decades of 
volunteering that have touched almost every part of village life. 
In 1964/5 Barbara moved to Lympne and founded the Lympne 'Young Wives Club', a group 
offering friendship, support and wellbeing to housewives, working wives and young mothers. 
A few posters pinned to telegraph poles brought nearly a dozen prams to her front lawn 
within a week. The club led on to a Babysitting Swap group, in which coloured cardboard 
tokens were exchanged for hours of child care. 
From the 1960s she was Lympne Church's Flower Arranger, filling the church, and the Great 
Hall of the Castle, with generous arrangements. She continued to create poppy wreaths and 

arrangements for the war memorial, as well as the church Advent wreath, until 2024. In the 1970s she helped run the  
Sunday School, making flannelette-backed biblical characters for its storyboard, and from the 1990s she was part of a team 
planning church social events and concerts. She was also an active member of Lympne Women's Institute from the late 
1960s, taking on office-bearer roles and helping to coordinate events. Her plasticine model of Stonehenge won praise at a 
regional WI event. 
When the 'new' village hall was built in the early 1980s, she and her husband Colin co-founded the 
Lympne Village Players. She successfully applied for a Village activity grant to fund costumes, 
scenery, lighting and stage curtains for their first  
productions. In the early 1980s she also started Lympne Playgroup in the village hall, leading a 
team of volunteers, and in the 1980s she opened her own home to the 1st Lympne Brownies when 
no other venue was available. 
For many years Barbara played a key role on the Village Hall committee, handling publicity,  
bookings, event planning, fetes and Christmas markets. She was active at the old village hall  
before the new one was built, and was the first to propose, and draw up, the advertising billboard 
at the junction of Stone Street and Aldington Road. 
Alongside her family commitments, [worked part time as a florist, in a Folkestone shop and mainly 
freelance for weddings and with the Castle. She worked in ticketing for Dan Air at Lympne Airport 
in the 1970s, and was later house florist and a gate reception ticketer at Port Lympne. She was 
Publicity Officer for FHODS for many years. 
Villages like Lympne could not hold together their community spirit without people like her. The 
Parish Council is proud to recognise Barbara's service to the village by conferring on her the title 
of Freewoman of the Parish and to wish her a very happy birthday. 



 

 

LYMPNE FELLOWSHIP 
 

At our October AGM our Chair, Jill Page, stepped 
down after a number of years in the role.  A mas-
sive thank you to her for all her hard work and we 
are grateful that she intends to continue as a com-
mittee member.  Sue Gibson also stepped down 
from the committee after, again, a number of 
years and a big thank you to her also, as well as to 
the rest of the committee who have worked hard 
through the year to provide a varied and very en-
joyable programme of events.  We were also de-
lighted to welcome Jenny Addis to the role of 
committee member.  Unfortunately there were no 
nominations for a new Chair so the committee will 
now continue to share these duties.  Following the 
short AGM there was plenty of time to socialise 
and catch up with each other. 

Our next meeting on Thursday 12 November will 
be our Seasonal Craft Making once again led by 
Rosemarie Hoad. 

Lympne Fellowship normally meets at 1.15pm in 
the Harry Margary Hall on the 2nd Thursday of  

the month with a programme of interesting and 
informative talks and activities.   

 

For further information about our group, please 
contact Jill Page on 07846 819693. 

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Village Hall AGM. The date and time this year 

will be Tuesday 10th November at 8pm. This is 

a chance for you to meet the committee and 

help shape the future of the village halls.  

Various reports will be presented for you to 

discuss, and if you want to join the  

committee this is your chance. Any ques-

tions: chair@lympnevillagehall.co.uk  

TRIM TRAIL AND WELLBEING GARDEN  
TAKING SHAPE 

 
Work is nearing completion at the trim trail 
where access to the trail has been improved to 
prevent boggy conditions. Yu may have noticed 
lots of activity at the old playpark which is being 
converted into communal gardens with a nature 
pond, fragrant plants and community fruit trees. 
There will also be planting areas and places to 
relax while enjoying the environment.  

mailto:chair@lympnevillagehall.co.uk


 

 



 

 

On November 3rd we welcome Rachel Cornish, well 
known in the village as one of our church wardens, 

who will be looking at the natural world and its comparisons in flight with man made aircraft. Entitled Wings of 
Nature, Wings of Flight, we look forward to her presentation. 

Our meetings start at 7.30pm at Lympne Church. Doors open 6.30pm. Admission £3. Refreshments available. 
 

This time we look at a memories of the flying with the car carry-
ing airline Silver City from Lympne in the late 1940s and 1950s 

 Remembering Silver City at Lympne 

by John Simpson 

Many of the photographs of Silver City we see were taken at Lydd 
Ferryfield, but Lympne in its day was just as important. I have 
tried to record as much as I can about the period 1948 to 1954, 
but as has proved to be the case most such serving staff are no 
longer with us. There are however people who do remember  
stories from those days and I have a selection here to look back on. 

Bill Righter from Hythe remembers a larger than life character called Richard Kennedy who lived on the edge 
of the Marsh. In his capacity as a fork lift truck driver at Lympne he managed to put the prongs of his fork lift 
truck through the side of a Bristol Freighter. He had to seek another job elsewhere as a result. Bill also  
remembers visiting an uncle who lived at nearby Greatstone on Sea where the Silver City Bristol Freighters 
were continually flying overhead to and from Lympne or France. 

David Hood used to live in Dover near the railway station, His Dad was a signalman at Folkestone Junction and 
remembers on his Dad’s days off going to Lympne by bus to watch aeroplanes coming and going. He particularly 
remembers seeing and hearing the deep roar of the Bristol Freighter Bristol Hercules engines as they taxied and 
raced down the grass runway to take off for Le Touquet, Calais and Ostend. He can remember on clear days 
seeing from the top of the incline at Folkestone Junction, the spire on Calais town hall near to where Silver 
City Freighters were landing. 

 John Wood remembered making the last flight from Lympne to Calais in October 1954 (as opposed to Le  
Touquet which had switched to Lydd in July) where the Bristol Freighter made a low pass over the runway  
before landing, and then returning to Lympne. John lived very close to the airfield at the time in the Corner 
House in Aldington Road and was well used to the Bristol Freighters flying over his home. 

David Goldsmith remembers a Bristol Freighter first appeared at Lympne in 1947 of Messrs. Air Contractors, 
the year before they were regularly seen in Silver City markings. He was also at Lympne the day the last Bristol 
Freighter took off for Calais. 

Gerald Jeans of Lympne who’s father Frank worked as a public relations officer for Silver City at Lydd, was 
himself at Lympne for one season towards the end of the airline’s tenure and can remember driving prestigious 
makes of cars like Rolls Royce and Cadillac up the ramp and on to Bristol Freighters. He remembers that some 
of them were so high geared that they were difficult to load and sometimes needed a more experienced hand 
to take over the loading from him. Some of these vehicles belonged to famous people. Gerald also remembers 
the passenger compartments were very basic and in some cases quite tatty. 

Trevor Clapp, we learn from David Collyer’s Lympne Airport in old Photographs book, remembered making 
making his last flight from Lympne as aircrew in a Bristol Freighter G-AIFV in September 1954. The flight took 
off from Lympne at 9.00am, and returned at 11.00am witnessed by his wife to be Valerie Maske 

Tony Shorter lived in Belcaire Close at the time and remembers one of the first Silver City flights into Lympne 
was from somewhere else in England. He remembers the front doors of the Bristol Freighter  

opening and being surprised to see race horses being unloaded. They would no doubt have been going to the 
racecourse at Westenhanger. He also remembers when the three car Superfreighter was introduced they used 
to struggle into the air just missing trees by the County Members pub. In his  

view this was another factor in the transfer to Lydd Ferryfield in 1954. 

Douglas Whybrow, recalls in his 1995 book Air Ferry a chap came for a job interview at Lympne Airport. He 
arrived by bicycle and propped it up where he considered it would be safe. In those days Silver City transported 
a lot of bikes that they kept on site as they qualified as a ‘vehicle’. 

Passengers were not allowed to travel without a vehicle, so being lent a bike was a way around the legislation. 
Consequently, said bike was loaded on to the outgoing flight to Le Touquet. Interview over, the interviewee 
couldn’t find his bike. He had to wait for its return, but was given the 
job for his trouble!  
All accounts from Tales of Lympne Airfield Vol. 3 available from John Simpson. 

LYMPNE AIRFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY 

FOR INFO -Contact: John Simpson on  
07508 708725 or email: 

 johnsimpson43@btinternet.com  



 

 

STUDYING HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY IN LYMPNE (SHAL) 
Talk and Presentation by Shay Collyer:  ‘Castle Hill, Folkestone’. 

Castle Hill, Folkestone overlooks junction 13, where the M20 ends. It is a scheduled monument and one 
of several notable hills in the area, including Sugarloaf Hill and Round Hill. The hills are formed from 
chalk laid down during the Late Cretaceous period, beginning around 100 million years ago, when sea  
levels were considerably higher than today. Castle Hill was known as Caesar's Camp, and is still some-
times called that. In 1878, Augustus Lane Fox, later known as General Pitt-Rivers, showed that it was the 
site of a Norman castle, with an inner ringwork and an outer bailey, not a Roman fort. His dig has been 
claimed as the first scientific excavation of a medieval site in Britain. The castle was probably built  
between the 1070s and the 1130s. It was approached by a defended causeway, which incorporated a 
Bronze Age bowl barrow, far older than the castle itself. Historic England notes the barrow shows no  
evidence of serious disturbance. 

Some of Pitt-Rivers' finds are in Folkestone Museum, although the majority, including a Norman-period 
iron arrowhead, are in the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford. Finds scattered across the site included  
numerous medieval pottery sherds, two Norman cooking pots, iron knives, a piece of a spindle whorl, 
horseshoe fragments and nails. Among them were a fragment of a flute or whistle carved from a bird's 
bone, pieces of gilt copper, one decorated with a quatrefoil, and a carved chalk head of a man. The head 
is badly battered, but our speaker believes it sports a large moustache. As moustaches came in and out 
of fashion and were favoured by some groups but not  
others, she suggested that the head might be Anglo-Saxon rather than Norman. A well was also  
discovered within the inner ringwork, recorded as being over 29 metres deep. 

Two silver pennies of King Stephen are recorded from the hill, one found by Pitt-Rivers in 1878. Stephen 
reigned from 1135 to 1154. His struggle with his cousin, Empress Matilda, is known as the Anarchy. The 
coins may help to date the construction of the castle,  
although they cannot establish it precisely. 

In 1972-73, fourteen coins, mostly Roman but including an Iron Age coin, were found on nearby Sugarloaf 
Hill, suggesting Roman activity in the area. A small fourth-century Roman coin found on Castle Hill's  
Norman ramparts was probably moved there during their construction. 

In 1988-9, during construction of the Channel Tunnel terminal, archaeologists from Canterbury  
Archaeological Trust dug a trench on the south-west side of the hill ahead of siting a waypoint, or survey 
point. They found scattered Neolithic Peterborough Ware, along with worked flints. Pitt-Rivers had  
already found Neolithic pottery on the hill in 1878. The trench also revealed a possible Neolithic ditch. 
Our  
speaker suggested it might have formed part of a larger Neolithic monument, perhaps used for  
gatherings, ceremonies or other communal activities. Its precise purpose, however, remains unknown. 
Perhaps one day the hill will reveal more of its secrets. 

Next talk: - 17th November 2026 – Andrew Richardson  - Talk on the Saxon Sword. 

If you would like to become a member of SHAL please email our Chair Rosemary Stutchbury at 
r.stutchbury1@gmail.com  

KENT GARDENER 
Now we are into November we should be preparing the garden for winter, though summer seemed  
reluctant to leave this year. November is for tidying up and planting tulips. Other types of bulbs can be 
planted providing they are firm and free from mould and should flower albeit later than usual. While 
the ground is warm plant wallflowers or forget-me-not with them. Don’t be too tidy as foliage and seed 
heads are useful as overwintering shelters for insects which in turn feed the birds foraging in the gar-
den. Make the garden more colourful with winter flowering plants such as hellebores, mahonia or 
heathers which will also provide nectar for any bees around in the winter sunshine. Remove pot  
saucers and raise on pot feet to prevent containers standing in puddles should we get the predicted 
wet winter.  Use grease bands to protect fruit trees from winter moths climbing the trunk to lay eggs. 
The ensuing grubs burrow into the developing fruit and spoil the crop. Indoors, houseplants growth 
slows. They need less water and more light, move to a bright windowsill away from a radiator.  For 
more humidity place on a saucer of damp pebbles which orchids like. Rake up fallen leaves and clear 
them from ponds. Make leaf mould with a heap or in an old compost sack, if dry moisten. In a year so 
the resulting compost will make a good mulch for penstemon and gaura. Don’t forget to put out food 
and water for the wildlife and if you are having a bonfire party make sure there is no hedgehog or  
other living creatures in the pile. Happy gardening. 

mailto:r.stutchbury1@gmail.com


 

 

BIN COLLECTION DATES 

NOVEMBER 2026 

Recycling (Purple Lid/Black Box) and Food Waste will be 
collected on: 

Tuesday  10th and 24th  
Non-Recyclables (Green Lid) and Food Waste will be 

collected on: 
Tuesday 3rd and 17th 

Garden Waste Collections 10th and 24th 

 Please do not put the lid on the Black Box—use the 
food waste container or a heavy object . 

LYMPNEPARISH COUNCIL  

CONTACT DETAILS 

If you have any  queries regarding local issues, 

or any other matters you wish to raise, you can 

contact Lympne Parish Councillors  

Current  Members 

Chair Mike Boor   

Vice Chair- Peter Murphy 

Claire Yates  

Michael Potter 

Judith East 

Michael McAuley 

James Sinclaire 

Correspondence should be sent to  

the Parish Clerk Jeff Lawrence  

29 Honeywood Close Lympne  

Tel: 01303 883 228 

 e-mail:   

clerk@lympneparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

WEBSITE 

www.lympneparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

And find us on Facebook  

COUNTY AND DISTRICT  
COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS 

 
KCC Councillor Peter Osborne 
Peter.Osborne@kent.gov.uk 

District Councillors 
John Wing 

john.wing@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
Jeremy Speakman 

jeremy.speakman@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 

YOUTH CLUB UPDATE 
The Council would like to thanks those who came 

forward to assist with the youth club. Unfortunately 
we are still trying to identify an individual who can 
take on the role of coordinator. This person would 
need to have experience in youth work, this would 

be a paid position although part time. 

Efforts continue to try and identify someone to take 
on this role and the Parish Council will make a final 
decision at Christmas time as to the future of this 

much loved village activity. 

IF YOU ARE INTERSTED AND HAVE THE REQUIRED  
EXPERIENCE IN YOUTH WORK PLEASE CONTACT THE 

PARISH CLERK 

clerk@lympneparishcouncil.gov.uk 



 

 

TAXI IN THE VILLAGE. 
Short, long or any distance.  

Airport, docks, etc.  
Ask for a quote. 
Speak to Geoff 

Phone 07703 444 814 

SPOTLIGHT 
 PEST CONTROL  
SERVICES LTD 

British Pest Control  
Association member.  

General pest control including rats, 
mice, moles, wasps, ants, fleas, 
bird spikes and general proofing 

Fast, friendly and  
reliable.  

Contact Dave on 07715211899. 
 info@spotlightpestcontrolkent.co.uk 
www.spotlightpestcontrolkent.co.uk 

Studio J  
Hair Salon  

 A family business 
in the heart of 

Lympne.  
 
 

20% off cuts for all new clients 
  

Call us on 01303 267877,  
text 07833 031717 or find us on  

instagram @studio_j_hair_lympne.  

CURTAINS 

Handmade  
curtains,blinds and soft furnishings.  

Curtain alterations. 

 Call Valery Wren 
01303 237 755 

PERSONAL CARE AND CLEANING 

24 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE AS A SENIOR CARER IN A 
NURSING HOME. 

Can help with personal care, any form of  
housework 

 and some gardening if necessary. 

DBS checked. References on request. 

Call or message Sanita on: 07792171572 

LOCAL TRADES  

 

07745 532075 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioners. 

Treating and managing foot and nail 
conditions, corns, callus, fungal,  

fingernails, diabetic foot care 

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk 
 

LYMPNE PARISH COUNCIL CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OF ANY 
OF THE DETAILS ADVERTISED. YOU ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO TAKE  

APPROPRIATE ADVICE BEFORE ENTERING INTO ANY COMMITMENT. 

CLEAN VYNYL 
Your vinyl records cleaned with 
“degritter” ultrasonic machine in 

Lympne £2.00 Each 
Contact  Robert 
07527411606 

 

I’m Michelle, local 
branch owner for Sales 
and Lettings for The 
Good Estate Agent.  
We are a 13 year old 
family run, Nationwide 
business, with our 
Head Office in  

Lympne.I take pride in my high quality 
customer service and my doors don’t 
close at 5pm!  

For a Free Sales or Lettings  
valuation please call 07848015443 or 

email  

CATHERINE’S CLEANING  
Over 4 years Cleaning Experience  

Regular Cleans 
Spring Cleans 

Serving Lympne,Hythe  
and surrounding areas.  

DBS checked, references on request.  
Call or message Catherine on: 

07957991266 
Email: flower.powercat@hotmail.co.uk 

LOCAL BATHROOM and  
KITCHEN FITTER  

Reliable, professional,20 years experience  
fitting bathrooms, tiling, plumbing and general 

building work. 
Call Andrew  07788 728 787  

for a free estimate. 

EX-JOB AND DOGS 
  Retired local police officer offering 

Dog Walking,Dog Day Care  
Boarding in Home Environment 

Home Watch Service Long/short term 
Including Cat Care 

 Contact Kerry  
with your requirements 
CONTACT 07791 095 895 

exjob17@gmail.com 

DN PLASTERING SERVICES 
Local, Trustworthy & Reliable 

Over 25 Years Experience 
Call Darren 07932 002 442 

dnplasteringservices@gmail.com 

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE 
BOWEN THERAPY IN LYMPNE 

Back pain, arthritic pain, asthma, di-
gestive disorders, migraine,  
practically any problem can  
potentially be addressed.  
Lynne Rodgers, Cert ECBS.  

Call 01303 268 910 or lynnealexrodg-
ers@gmail.com 

PLUMBER 

City & Guilds qualified  

Affordable, Reliable and Local  

All work fully insured and  

guaranteed. Wide range of hot and cold 

water services. See website for further 

details, rates and customer feedback.  

Call now on 07899 034 695 

for a no-obligation, free quote  

or visit our website: 

www.condicoplumbing.co.uk 

ASHTON TREE CARE 
Hedge cutting , stump grinding , tree 

surgery 
All work fully insured 

Contact 07929 627 622  
ashtontreecare@gmail.com 

mailto:dnplasteringservices@gmail.com


 

 

LOCAL TRADES PARISH COUNCIL CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OF ANY OF THE DETAILS AD-

VERTISED. YOU ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO TAKE  

CN ELECTRICAL 

Domestic & Residential 

New sockets, Fault Finding,  
Rewires, Lighting,  

Consumer units and much more 

NICEIC REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN 

Contact Chris 

Mob :07826 505671 

www.cnelectrical.co.uk 

info@cnelectrical.co.uk 

PILATES 
Join Sharon  

Tuesday mornings 
at Lympne Small 
Hall for a weekly 
Pilates session. 

 
Small friendly group 

 
Contact Sharon 07890 563023 

Counselling, Supervision and  
Mindfulness 

Supporting you with anxiety,  
depression, stress 

bereavement and loss,  
relationships, trauma … 

In person or online 
Hythe area 

Contact Ellen: 07740857109 

HANDYMAN AND  
BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

 
Roofing, Guttering, Plumbing, 

Drains,  
Painting, Decorating,  

Plastering 
 

Free Estimates 
References available 
Contact 07836 665382 

RICHARD AJ THOMPSON LTD 
Plumbing & heating  

Gas Safe Registered-No 513449, 
Over 30 years experience. 

Central heating boiler servicing, 
repairs and installations.  

All domestic plumbing repairs, 
LPG work, gas fires, cookers and 

water heaters.   
Landlord’s Safety Certificates. 

Email rt2009@outlook.com 
Mob 07540 333 250 

DILTON MINI SKIP HIRE 

Ballast, hardcore, sand,  

topsoil supplied. Registered waste  

carrier. 

Phone 01303 812 448, or 

Mobile 07799 433 754 

MUTTS APPRECIATED 

Professional Dog Grooming Services 

Based in Newingreen  

Fully qualified and insured 

All breeds welcome  

Tel: 07927335947 

Instagram: @muttsappreciated 

LYMPNE  
VILLAGE STORES 
AND POST OFFICE 

OPEN from 830-530 weekdays 
Saturday 830-2pm 
Sundays CLOSED 

Visit us for your everyday needs 
Milk,bread,eggs and your daily 

newspaper or magazine Many Post 
Office Services 

S.P. MANSFIELD 
SEASONED LOGS FROM YOUR  

LOCAL SUPPLIER 
10 YEARS OF SUPPLYING LOGS TO 

LYMPNE AND THE LOCAL AREA 
CALL SEAN on 
07903 862 572 

PAINTING,  
DECORATING & HANDYMAN 

Interior and Exterior   
All types undertaken. 

 FREE ESTIMATES. 
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Call Mick Cockburn 
Mobile 07769 221 871 


