
 

 

LYMPNE  

NEWSLETTER 

JULY  2026 

IN THIS ISSUE 
OTTERPOOL STILL ALIVE AND 

KICKING, SUMMER FAIR,  
WELLBEING UPDATE 

DELIVERED TO HOMES 
IN LYMPNE, 

NEWINGREEN 
COURT-AT-STREET 

AND  

Otterpool Park Garden Town – Latest Update 

Many of you will be aware that Otterpool Park, the 
proposed new garden town of up to 8,500 homes, 
lies close to our parish boundary. A public  
exhibition was held on Wednesday 24th June at 
Sellindge Village Hall, where Otterpool Park LLP 
shared the latest details on the project's progress. 
Planning permission was resolved by Folkestone 
& Hythe District Council back in April 2023, but full 
approval has not yet been issued. Given that more 
than three years have passed, the developers are 
now preparing to submit updated information to 
the Local Planning Authority later this year,  
reflecting changes in policy, legislation, and  
survey evidence since 2023. (CONT PAGE 6) 
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THE SUMMER FAIR is 

fast approaching, get the 

date in your diary: S 

unday 26th July. We look  

forward to welcoming 

everyone to the premier 

annual summer event in Lympne.  

Entertainment is booked for adults and  

children. Entrance is free. Food and drink will 

be available to purchase, or bring your own 

picnic. 

The Dog Show is back by popular demand, be 

sure to get there early to register your dog. 

We have room for more stalls, so please get in 

touch with us to book a 

slot: events@lympnevillagehall.co.uk 

We could always use more volunteers, so if 

you'd like to help at this event, maybe with 

the set up or take down, or by running a stall 

for us, or indeed with any of the other  

initiatives we have going on in the village, let 

me know: chair@lympnevillagehall.co.uk 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
FROM ANNE BEALES 

Lots of positive news to report. A grant has 
been made to ensure the Wellbeing Garden, 
which replaces the old playground, will be a 
place where people can sit and enjoy the 
peace and calm sounds of trees and the 
smells associated with a garden. 

We now have 5 volunteer drivers and 1  
person who can drive the KCC community 
minibus. So, attendance at activities, such 
as the fantastic lunch club and days out is 
available to people with mobility problems 
(don't or can't use the local bus service). If 
you need a lift, let Anne know (mobile  
number below). If you want to attend the 
lunch club, email Margaret (email address 
below). 

We are always on the lookout for more  
volunteer drivers and volunteers to help 
with activities. If you want to volunteer,  
contact me, Anne Beales 07595 350276 or, 
for the lunch club, Margaret, 
email: lympne.lunchclub@gmail.com. 

Following my request in last month's green 
sheet, we now have a volunteer, Mark, who 
is hoping to set up a Repair Workshop (yep, 
like you see on TV, but just for the residents 
of Lympne). To start this initiative off, do 
you have any tools or equipment you no 
longer use which you'd be prepared to  
donate? More importantly, do you have any 
skills and the free time to develop this 
workshop? For this please contact Phil 
(Chair of Lympne Village Hall), 
email: chair@lympnevillagehall.co.uk. 
Don't forget our Digital Champion will be in 
the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of 
every month from 3pm to 5pm to help you 
with any issues you are having with  
technology. 
Lastly, if you have any free time on  
Saturday 25th or Sunday 26th July, and 
want to help with the Summer Fair, please 
let the Chair of the Village Hall know, email 
as above.  



 

 

LYMPNE FELLOWSHIP 
Once again, we thoroughly enjoyed a convivial  
afternoon at the Red Lion in Hythe for our annual  
summer lunch in July.  Secluded in the back dining 
room, we could disturb no-one as we chatted and 
worked our way through our mouth-watering choices 
from the menu.  Our thanks go to the very friendly and 
helpful staff and to Pam Clark for organising this event. 
  
Lympne Fellowship normally meets at 1.15pm in the 
Harry Margary Hall on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
(next one 9 July), with a programme of interesting and 
informative talks and activities.   

For further information about our group,  
please contact Jill Page on 07846 819693. 

KEEP YOUR HOME SAFE THIS SUMMER  

Kent Trading Standards is reminding residents to stay 
alert to rogue traders and doorstep callers, particularly 
during the summer months when more people are at 
home and carrying out repairs or improvements.  
Criminals often target households they believe may be 
vulnerable, offering unnecessary, poor‑quality or over-
priced work — especially for locksmith services, garden 
jobs, roofing, or driveway cleaning. 

There are simple steps you can take to protect yourself. 
Never agree to work offered on the doorstep, even if the 
trader seems friendly or claims the job is urgent. Always 
take time to compare prices and get three written quotes 
from reputable businesses. Check reviews, ask neigh-
bours for recommendations, and avoid anyone who  
pressures you to make a quick decision. 

Kent Trading Standards runs a vetted trader scheme to 
help residents find reliable, checked professionals. You 
can search for approved locksmiths and other trades at 
kent.gov.uk/tschecked or call 03000 416438 for advice. 

If you see suspicious activity, report it to 101. If you ever 
feel threatened or unsafe, call 999 immediately. 

 

 



 

 

Our September 1st presentation entitled Where 
Do You Think They Were Kidding Mr. Hitler? 

will be hosted by John Simpson who will be looking at the local Home Guard and their connections 
with Lympne Airfield. In November we welcome Rachel Cornish who will be looking at the natural 

world and it comparisons in flight with man made aircraft. 

Our meetings start at 7.30pm at Lympne Church. Doors open 6.30pm. Admission £3. Refreshments 
available. 

This time we look at another accident at Lympne in 1944. 

A Tiger Moth Brings Down a Spitfire 

by John Simpson 

On 11th July 1944. 41 Squadron arrived at Lympne flying 
the MK XII Spitfire, the first of only two squadrons to use 
this Rolls Royce Griffon engined mark of this iconic 
warbird. They had been heavily involved in support of 
the build up, during and beyond D-Day. They were very 
quickly combatting the V1 menace from Lympne.  
Tragedy struck on the 17th July as Flight Sergeant Roger 
Lee Short took off from Lympne in his 41 Squadron  
Spitfire XII MB877 only to collide with the Squadron’s 
own Tiger Moth II DE575 in the hands of Flight Sergeant 
Clifford Oddy. The collision took place one mile north of 
the airfield. Both pilots were killed, and both were only 
21 years of age. 

The subsequent inquiry found that the Tiger Moth was flying too low which it did not have the  
authority to do so. It had flown across the path of the Spitfire which was taking off in formation with 
other 41 Squadron Spitfires. The Tiger Moth crashed to the ground near Lympne Castle. 

Roger Lee Short was the son of Henry Mallett and Elizabeth Short. He was married to Dorothy Ellen 
Short of South Ruislip, Middlesex. He is buried at Hawkinge cemetery, Plot O, Grave 80. The grave  
today is not obvious owing to the poor condition of most in this plot. A positive location could not be 
ascertained when I visited. Clifford Oddy was the son of Clifford 
and Catherine Oddy of Armley, Leeds, West Yorkshire. He was 
married to Elsie Oddy of Headingly, Leeds. He is buried at Armley 
cemetery.  

LYMPNE AIRFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY 

FOR INFO -Contact: John Simpson on  
07508 708725 or email: 

 johnsimpson43@btinternet.com  

 KENT GARDENER-Gardens are looking lovely now, very colourful 
and green, though it is difficult to predict the weather July and what it will 
bring. Already we have had one hot, dry spell so perhaps we should  
prepare for another. Curled or drooping leaves and petals are a sign of 
stress and so is powdery mildew. If possible water early morning, at the 
roots, drenching not sprinkling the plant. The cooler temperature limits 
evaporation so watering everyday may not be necessary. Second best 
would be to water in the late evening but this will bring out the slugs, so 
beware. Peat free compost dries quickly at the surface but may still be 
wet underneath so use a stick to see if the deeper compost is damp. 

Standing plants on saucers to catch run off and grouping together in shade helps, especially if 
holidays are beckoning. Water retaining granules help to lock in moisture in pots and hanging  
baskets. Don’t water lawns, grass will recover quickly after rain. Greenhouses need shading and 
spraying the floor will slightly reduce the temperature. If it rains heavily remove the saucers and 
place the pots on feet or bricks! Do check containers with lots of foliage as rain runs off and not 
always into the pot. Deadhead and feed annuals and perennials to keep the flowers coming,  
especially sweet peas and runner beans. Once plants have set seed their work is done so they are 
spent. Cut back hardy geraniums, feed and water and they will have a fresh flush of leaves and 
maybe flowers later. Please remember to leave out fresh water for wildlife, it is important for the 
garden. Happy gardening. 



 

 

STUDYING HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY IN LYMPNE (SHAL) 
Talk and Presentation by Wendy Fraser:  Roman Amphitheatres 

Roman stone amphitheatres, with their circular or oval shape and tiered seating, are immediately recognizable. Maps of the 
Roman Empire show over 200 of them, including in Britain, North Africa, Italy and France, but it is likely there are more as 
yet undiscovered.   In Italy alone there are 99 and in France 35.  Often they became part of fortified towns.  The first recorded 
Roman Games were held in wooden amphitheatres at religious festivals and funeral rites, c. 264 BC, possibly used as a way of 
maintaining social and political control.  These early structures were later constructed in stone with underground passages 
called hypogea where there were animal cages, prisoners’ cells and storage areas.  There were also vomitoria - not places to 
vomit, as the name might suggest, but passages designed so that crowds could exit quickly, the word meaning “disgorge” or 
“spew forth”.  And there were velaria, great linen awnings for shade, operated like sails with ropes and pulleys.  

The earliest surviving Roman stone amphitheatre is at Pompeii, dating from c. 70 BC, that could seat 20,000 people; it was 
preserved beneath volcanic ash and pumice when Vesuvius erupted in AD 79.  The arena would have been filled with sawdust 
to absorb blood! One of the best known, and the largest amphitheatre ever built, measuring approximately 188 by 156 metres,  
is the Colosseum in Rome where tiered seating had areas for women, slaves, citizens, soldiers, important officials and  
Senators.  It could hold around 50,000 spectators who could exit in 15 minutes if needed. It was partially destroyed by earth-
quakes and stone robbing.  

According to the philosopher Seneca, a typical day’s programme began with specialist fighters called bestiarii who pitted 
themselves against wild animals. Some of these creatures, including rhinos (one appears on a coin dated AD 84) were  
transported for the Games from Africa by ox cart and boat across the Red Sea and many would have perished on the journey. 
Some historians estimate that a million animals died in the arenas too. At midday came the public executions of criminals, 

Christians, slaves and prisoners of war followed by gladiatorial combat in the afternoon.  

Gladiators, deriving from gladius (sword), were highly trained to become athletes, drawn from the lowest classes of society 
including slaves who could gain freedom by becoming celebrated fighters. There were also a few women. They trained for a 
year at the Ludus Magnus gladiatorial school built by Emperor Vespasian until they were ready for their first combat in the 
arena; they ate a vegetarian diet. Among the best-known classes of gladiator were the provocatores, Thracians (Thraeces), 
Samnites and Secutores. A gravestone of a fighter called Flamma was found in Palermo, Sicily and it records him as having 
competed in 34 gladiatorial combats.  He had twenty-one wins, nine draws and only four losses.  He refused his freedom four 
times, and one can only assume he loved the sport. Combatants were not usually killed as trained gladiators were valuable. 
Whether the famous thumbs up or thumbs down gesture, often used in Hollywood films, was used in the way we imagine to 
decide a fighter’s fate remains uncertain.  
In Verona, Italy, excavations beginning in 1874 revealed one of the best preserved amphitheatres in the world, dating from AD 
30 to 42.  It has hosted productions of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and continues to stage opera to this day.  In Arles, 
France, where the Romans arrived in 123 BC, an amphitheatre, inspired by the Colosseum, was constructed in AD 90 for 
20,000 people.  It had an oval arena, terraces, arcades and was on two levels. A race of bulls was held there in 1830 to  
celebrate France taking Algiers. Today in the summer it is used for bull fights, plays and concerts.  Other well-known  
amphitheatre sites include one in Caerleon, Wales, constructed for 6,000 people in AD 90.  It  is the best preserved in Britain 
and was excavated in 1909. The amphitheatre at Tarragona, Spain, built in 1st to 2nd centuries AD, held around 15,000  
spectators and is one of UNESCO’s World Heritage sites. Construction of El Djem in Tunisia, for 35,000 spectators, began       
c. AD 238 for gladiator shows and small chariot races. Amphitheatres have inspired artists over the centuries. Van Gogh paint-
ed the Arles arena in 1888; Turner sketched Roman ruins on his Italian travels. Hubert Robert and Giovanni Paolo Panini 
made these great monuments to the past their lives’ work. Roman amphitheatres have given way to venues like the O2 and 
Wembley Stadium, to fill our 
enduring human desire to gather 
together for entertainment. 

A Resident Requested  
Reminder About Dog Fouling 
A local resident has asked us to 
share a friendly reminder about 
keeping an eye on our dogs when 
out walking. They’ve noticed  
several recent occasions on both 

the playing field and the airfield (Private Land) 
where dogs have pooed without their owners  
realising, often simply because people are chatting or 
looking the other way. It happens easily, but it does 
leave an unpleasant surprise for other walkers and 
dog owners who use these shared spaces. 

There’s also a belief that it doesn’t matter on the 
airfield because sheep sometimes graze there, but 
dog waste can still be harmful to livestock. A quick 
glance back now and then really helps keep our  
village areas clean, safe and enjoyable for everyone. 

Next meeting: There will be no meeting this month as SHAL is busy digging! but on July 
21st we have a talk by Phyllis Brown on the Canterbury Cathedral Miracle Windows.  If 
you would like to become a member of SHAL please email our Chair Rosemary  
Stutchbury at r.stutchbury1@gmail.com  

Help shape the countryside you love 
Residents across Lympne are invited 
to share their views on the future of 
the Kent Downs National Landscape 
as consultation opens on a new 
five‑year Management Plan. The plan 
sets out how this much‑loved  
landscape  home to the North Downs 
Way  will be cared for, enhanced and 
enjoyed, guiding priorities for nature 
recovery, farming, climate action,  

access and tourism. Shaped by feedback from more 
than 1,200 people, the draft plan now seeks further 
public input. Covering almost a quarter of Kent, the 
Kent Downs is one of the county’s most valued  
landscapes. Have your say at: www.kent.gov.uk/
kentdowns  

mailto:r.stutchbury1@gmail.com
https://www.kent.gov.uk/kentdowns?utm_source=copilot.com
https://www.kent.gov.uk/kentdowns?utm_source=copilot.com


 

 

REFUSE COLLECTION DATES  

JULY 2026 

Recycling (Purple Lid/Black Box) and Food 

Waste will be collected on: Tuesday  7th  and 21st  

Non-Recyclables (Green Lid) and Food 

Waste will be collected on: Tuesday 14th and 

28th  

Garden Waste Collections 7th  and  21st 

 

 Please do not put the lid on the Black Box—use the 

food waste container or a heavy object .    

LYMPNEPARISH COUNCIL  

CONTACT DETAILS 

If you have any  queries regarding local issues, 

or any other matters you wish to raise, you can 

contact Lympne Parish Councillors  

Current  Members 

Chair Mike Boor   

Peter Murphy 

Claire Yates  

Michael Potter 

Judith East 

Michael McAuley 

James Sinclaire 

Correspondence should be sent to  

the Parish Clerk Jeff Lawrence  

29 Honeywood Close Lympne  

Tel: 01303 883 228 

 e-mail:   

clerk@lympneparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

WEBSITE 

www.lympneparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

And find us on Facebook  

COUNTY AND DISTRICT  
COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS 

 
KCC Councillor Peter Osborne 
Peter.Osborne@kent.gov.uk 

District Councillors 
John Wing 

john.wing@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
Jeremy Speakman 

jeremy.speakman@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 

(FROM PAGE 1) 
Importantly, the core vision has not changed — the site 
boundary, the number of homes proposed, and the  
fundamental design principles all remain the same. The 
updates are largely technical, aimed at streamlining the 
application and accelerating delivery. The first 300 homes 
are planned for the Hillhurst Green area, north-east of the 
site near Westenhanger Station, with the developer aiming 
to begin delivery by 2028/29. 
For Lympne residents, it is worth noting that Lympne 
Green remains one of the seven character areas within 
the masterplan, meaning this development will continue 
to shape our surrounding landscape for many years to 
come. 
The Local Planning Authority will be inviting public  
comment once the updated information is formally  
submitted. This is your opportunity to have your say on 
what is being built on your doorstep — please do engage 
when that consultation opens. 
For full details, visit www.otterpoolpark.org 

http://www.otterpoolpark.org


 

 

TAXI IN THE VILLAGE. 
Short, long or any distance.  

Airport, docks, etc.  
Ask for a quote. 
Speak to Geoff 

Phone 07703 444 814 

SPOTLIGHT 
 PEST CONTROL  
SERVICES LTD 

British Pest Control  
Association member.  

General pest control including rats, 
mice, moles, wasps, ants, fleas, 
bird spikes and general proofing 

Fast, friendly and  
reliable.  

Contact Dave on 07715211899. 
 info@spotlightpestcontrolkent.co.uk 
www.spotlightpestcontrolkent.co.uk 

Studio J  
Hair Salon  

 A family business 
in the heart of 

Lympne.  
 
 

20% off cuts for all new clients 
  

Call us on 01303 267877,  
text 07833 031717 or find us on  

instagram @studio_j_hair_lympne.  

CURTAINS 

Handmade  
curtains,blinds and soft furnishings.  

Curtain alterations. 

 Call Valery Wren 
01303 237 755 

ACC ELECTRICAL 
Fuse board changes, 

cctv,alarms, PAT  
testing, smoke alarms,landlord safety 

checks,  
security,lighting,rewires, smoke  

detectors and much more! 
Free Quotations and friendly  

reliable service 
01303 211 011/07595336880 

info@accelectrical.co.uk 

LOCAL 

 

07745 532075 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioners. 

Treating and managing foot and nail 
conditions, corns, callus, fungal,  

fingernails, diabetic foot care 

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk 
 

LYMPNE PARISH COUNCIL CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OF ANY 
OF THE DETAILS ADVERTISED. YOU ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO TAKE  

APPROPRIATE ADVICE BEFORE ENTERING INTO ANY COMMITMENT. 

CLEAN VYNYL 
Your vinyl records cleaned with 
“degritter” ultrasonic machine in 

Lympne £2.00 Each 
Contact  Robert 
07527411606 

 

I’m Michelle, local 
branch owner for Sales 
and Lettings for The 
Good Estate Agent.  
We are a 13 year old 
family run, Nationwide 
business, with our 
Head Office in  

Lympne.I take pride in my high quality 
customer service and my doors don’t 
close at 5pm!  

For a Free Sales or Lettings  
valuation please call 07848015443 or 

email  

CATHERINE’S CLEANING  
Over 4 years Cleaning Experience  

Regular Cleans 
Spring Cleans 

Serving Lympne,Hythe  
and surrounding areas.  

DBS checked, references on request.  
Call or message Catherine on: 

07957991266 
Email: flower.powercat@hotmail.co.uk 

LOCAL BATHROOM and  
KITCHEN FITTER  

Reliable, professional,20 years experience  
fitting bathrooms, tiling, plumbing and general 

building work. 
Call Andrew  07788 728 787  

for a free estimate. 

EX-JOB AND DOGS 
  Retired local police officer offering 

Dog Walking,Dog Day Care  
Boarding in Home Environment 

Home Watch Service Long/short term 
Including Cat Care 

 Contact Kerry  
with your requirements 
CONTACT 07791 095 895 

exjob17@gmail.com 

DN PLASTERING SERVICES 
Local, Trustworthy & Reliable 

Over 25 Years Experience 
Call Darren 07932 002 442 

dnplasteringservices@gmail.com 

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE 
BOWEN THERAPY IN LYMPNE 

Back pain, arthritic pain, asthma, di-
gestive disorders, migraine,  
practically any problem can  
potentially be addressed.  
Lynne Rodgers, Cert ECBS.  

Call 01303 268 910 or lynnealexrodg-
ers@gmail.com 

PLUMBER 

City & Guilds qualified  

Affordable, Reliable and Local  

All work fully insured and  

guaranteed. Wide range of hot and cold 

water services. See website for further 

details, rates and customer feedback.  

Call now on 07899 034 695 

for a no-obligation, free quote  

or visit our website: 

www.condicoplumbing.co.uk 

ASHTON TREE CARE 
Hedge cutting , stump grinding , tree 

surgery 
All work fully insured 

Contact 07929 627 622  
ashtontreecare@gmail.com 

mailto:dnplasteringservices@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

www.lympneparishcouncil.gov.uk 

LOCAL TRADES PARISH COUNCIL CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OF ANY OF THE DETAILS AD-

VERTISED. YOU ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO TAKE  

CN ELECTRICAL 
DOMESTIC &  
RESIDENTIAL  

New Sockets, Fault Finding,  
Rewires, Lighting, 

Consumer units and much more! 
NICEIC REGISTERED ELECTRICAN 

      Contact Chris 
Mob : 07826 505671 

www.cnelectrical .co.uk 
info@cnelectrical.co.uk 

LYMPNE OVER 50s  
LUNCH CLUB 

 
Join our friendly social group for 
a chat over a hot meal, dessert 

and tea or coffee with fun  
activities, bingo or quizzes.  
Taking place at the  Harry  

Margary Hall on the 2nd Friday of 
each month Cost £8.50.  Booking 
the meal is essential at least the 

day before.   
Contact Margaret  
on 01303 269557.  

Transport available, if necessary,  
within Lympne Village 

PILATES 
Join Sharon  

Tuesday mornings 
at Lympne Small 
Hall for a weekly 
Pilates session. 

 
Small friendly group 

 
Contact Sharon 07890 563023 

Counselling, Supervision and  
Mindfulness 

Supporting you with anxiety,  
depression, stress 

bereavement and loss,  
relationships, trauma … 

In person or online 
Hythe area 

Contact Ellen: 07740857109 
Email: ejgarrard2712@gmail.com 

www.ellengarrard.co.uk 

HANDYMAN AND  
BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

 
Roofing, Guttering, Plumbing, 

Drains,  
Painting, Decorating,  

Plastering 
 

Free Estimates 
References available 
Contact 07836 665382 

RICHARD AJ THOMPSON LTD 
Plumbing & heating engineer 
Gas Safe Registered-No 513449, 

30 years experience. 
Central heating boiler servicing, 

repairs and installations.  
All domestic plumbing repairs, 

Water softeners, gas fires, cookers 
and water heaters.   

Landlord’s Safety Certificates. 
Tel 01303 266 273 
Mob 07540 333 250 

DILTON MINI SKIP HIRE 

Ballast, hardcore, sand,  

topsoil supplied. Registered waste  

carrier. 

Phone 01303 812 448, or 

Mobile 07799 433 754 

MUTTS APPRECIATED 

Professional Dog Grooming Services 

Based in Newingreen  

Fully qualified and insured 

All breeds welcome  

Tel: 07927335947 

Instagram: @muttsappreciated 

LYMPNE  
VILLAGE STORES 
AND POST OFFICE 

OPEN from 830-530 weekdays 
Saturday 830-2pm 
Sundays CLOSED 

Visit us for your everyday needs 
Milk,bread,eggs and your daily 

newspaper or magazine Many Post 
Office Services 

S.P. MANSFIELD 
SEASONED LOGS FROM YOUR  

LOCAL SUPPLIER 
10 YEARS OF SUPPLYING LOGS TO 

LYMPNE AND THE LOCAL AREA 
CALL SEAN on 
07903 862 572 

 

PAINTING,  
DECORATING & HANDYMAN 

Interior and Exterior   
All types undertaken. 

 FREE ESTIMATES. 

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Call Mick Cockburn 

Mobile 07769 221 871 

 

mailto:info@cnelectrical.co.uk
mailto:ejgarrard2712@gmail.com
http://www.ellengarrard.co.uk

