
 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READ-

LYMPNE 

NEWSLETTER 

DECEMBER 2024 

IN THIS MONTHS ISSUE 
VILLAGE NATIVITY CAROLS AT 

THE CASTLE, CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
AND MUCH MORE 

DELIVERED TO HOMES 
IN LYMPNE, 

NEWINGREEN 
COURT-AT-STREET 

AND  
WEST HYTHE ROAD 

Lympne nativity procession 
Saturday, 7th December -  

Starting at Lympne Village Hall at 
2pm & 2.30pm  

Yes - it is happening - and there will be live 
donkeys and live camels as last year kindly 
provided by Ann from the castle. For 2024 this 
is planned as a free village event. We will not 
be charging for tickets (although donations are 
welcome). And we won't be providing minibuses.  

 
It will be similar in format to last year - but not quite the same! 
For actors and people taking part you will have received information - and you need to be ready from 
1pm.  
For anyone else who wishes to take part, please arrive at the village hall between 1:30 and 2:15, We plan 
to have 2 processions, leaving at 2pm and 2:30pm, limited to 50 places on each. If demand is high we will 
add a 3rd procession. You are welcome to dress up. 
Note that the 1st procession at 2pm will be filmed as part of Ann's film 
about Queen of the castle. If you don’t want to be included in this film ar-
rive at 2:15pm for the second procession.  
What happens? We start with scene 2 in the Harry Margery Hall. Whilst 
waiting for this to start you can say hello to the donkeys. If the donkeys 
behave, they join the procession to the stable (in castle close) for scene 
2.  
Lots of photo opportunities for those in costume to join in. We then all fol-
low the beautiful camels into Herods palace for scene 3 with the wise 
men. And then into the church for scene 4 where the procession ends. 
Come along and enjoy your spectacular local village pageant.  
Dress appropriately - the processions last about an hour and the majority 
of this is outside.  
 

Lympne Guides 
and Brownies 
present 

SLEEPING BEAUTY 

A fun Pantomime 

 On Friday January 3rd  

 and Saturday January 4th 2025 

Lympne Village Hall . 7p.m. 

Tickets adults £5 children under 12  £2. 

Contact rose-
mary@stutchbury.myzen.co.uk 

Or Guides and Brownies for tickets 

mailto:rosemary@stutchbury.myzen.co.uk
mailto:rosemary@stutchbury.myzen.co.uk


 

 

NEWS LETTER  
DIRECT TO YOUR IN BOX? –  

SAY NO MORE 
If you would like to receive this 

newsletter direct to your email each 
month please copy the  

following link into your preferred browser and 
subscribe to our E-newsletter service. 

http://eepurl.com/hfeE9v 
Alternative scan the QR code to  be taken to the  

subscription form.  
Only a first name and an email are required. 

KENT GARDENER.- I never 
think that December is an 
inviting month to be in the 
garden. The weather is 
cold and gloomy, but a 
spot of gardening can be 
good for us amidst all the 
Christmas activities and 
preparations going on. 
Have a look around and 

make sure any potted tender plants are sheltered 
and standing on a tiles or bricks so the rainwater 
can drain away. Often it is waterlogging rather 
than frost that kills the plant. Brush away fallen 
leaves from overwintering perennials and the 
lawn but they can be left on the border or under 
a hedge where they rot down and nourish the 
soil. Apple and pears can be pruned now as can 
deciduous shrubs which have become overgrown. 
Take out dead, damaged and diseased wood. It is 
easier to see where to cut without leaves on the 
trees. Remember to put out clean water and 
food for our feathered friends now it is becoming 
more difficult for them to find insects and seeds. 
Most of my holly berries disappeared last month 
thanks to the blackbirds and pigeons which had 
an early Christmas feast. Indoors, keep an eye on 
houseplants which dry out quickly if the central 
heating is on. Stand on a saucer of damp pebbles 
to raise the humidity around them, but not  
succulents, which prefer a drier atmosphere.  
Remove from the windowsill when the curtains 
are drawn. Lastly treat a living Christmas tree 
like cut flowers and stand it in water if it doesn’t 
have roots or water well if it is in a pot so they 
do not lose their needles. Happy Christmas and 
happy gardening. 

As we embrace the month of  
December, we enter a time of  
celebration and reflection. The  
Christmas season brings us together in 
joy as we commemorate the birth of 
Jesus. I invite you to join us this Advent 
in the various activities and services 
designed to uplift your spirit and 

strengthen our community. You will find a full schedule 
of all events at Lympne and Saltwood in this  
newsletter.  
Advent is a time to focus on themes of hope, joy, 
peace, and love as we prepare our hearts for  
Christmas. It is a season observed in many Christian 
traditions as a time of preparation for the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas. It typically 
begins four Sundays before Christmas and lasts until 
Christmas Eve. 
Here are some key aspects of Advent: 
Purpose: Advent is a time for Christians to reflect on 
the meaning of Christ's coming  into the world. It  
encourages spiritual preparation, self-reflection, and 
anticipation. 
Themes: Each week of Advent is associated with a  
different theme, traditionally representing hope, peace, 
joy, and love. 
Advent Wreath: Many churches and families use an 
Advent wreath, which consists of four candles  
arranged in a circle. One candle is lit each week, with a 
fifth candle, the Christ candle, often lit on Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day. 
Scripture Readings: Advent includes specific scripture 
readings that focus on prophecies about the coming of 
Christ, as well as reflections on His second coming. 
Traditions: Various traditions are observed during  
Advent, including the use of Advent calendars, special 
services, and the practice of giving or charity to others. 
Overall, Advent is a time of hopeful expectation and 
spiritual renewal, as believers prepare to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus and reflect on His significance in their 
lives. So, this Advent, I invite you to take time to reflect 
on this long-established festival so to refocus our  
priorities in a world that is becoming increasingly dark. 
For a world that needs to know the reason that God 
sent Jesus into the world. Let’s pray that, as on many 
occasions before, God intervenes again. Let’s share 
that hope with all this Christmas. 
Have a blessed Christmas, Rev Barry 



 

 

Lympne Playing 
Field and  

Village Hall  
Committee AGM 
12th November 

2024 
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who attended our AGM and to 
apologise for the confusion about the start 
time.  
I'd also like to thank all our hirers, both 
regular and one-off, my fellow committee 
members and other volunteers. We are 
lucky in this village to have such a thriving 
local resource. 
As part of the evening, we elect the  
committee to serve in the coming 12 
months. Your committee remain more or 
less the same, with the exception of the 
Secretary, who decided to step down this 
year, so we are on the lookout for someone 
to take over this important role.  
If you'd like to get involved, please get in 
touch chair@lympnevillagehall.co.uk. 
 
The annual trustee report and treasurers 
report, which were presented at the AGM 
are available to read on our website. 

mailto:chair@lympnevillagehall.co.uk


 

 

Our November presentation was by Barry Duffield 
of the Battle of Britain Memorial from Capel-le-

Ferne near Folkestone. Barry took us through the history of this memorial to The Few, and some of 
those personalities commemorated there. Our next presentation on 7th January is by David  

Goldsmith, who will highlight the year 1937 important to Lympne Airfield and aviation in general. 
Our meetings start at 7.30pm at Lympne Church. Doors open 6.30pm. Admission £3 

This month we look at an 
accident in 1962, a  
throwback to WW2. 

Danger UXB –  
A Fatal Reminder 

from WW2 
Ex Prisoner of War 
Killed at Lympne in 
1962   by John Simpson 
   
During WW2 airfield  
defence included a hidden 
terror known as Canadian 
Pipe Mines or McNaughton 
Tubes. They were filled 
with nitroglycerine or  
Polar Blast Gelignite 
(PBG). Laid up to five  
metres deep and mostly 
overlapping in a grid  
formation, the diameter 
was 100mm approx. and 

long bored up to 55 metres. They were first laid in 1940 at 32 sites within one hour of the coast, in 
airfields and other sites, to deny an enemy invasion the means to take over said airfields and other 
installations. As well as Lympne, other airfields included Hawkinge, Detling, Eastchurch, Manston, 
Rochester, Shoreham, Tangmere and Friston an ALG near Eastbourne. Those laid at Lympne were  
extended. By November 1942 installations were halted as the threat of invasion lessened. 
During the post war years they would become a problem to airfield use or new housing developments. 
Operation Crabstick was devised to clear them. Lympne was no exception. In the 1950’s Sue Tym was 
a racehorse owner and used to exercise her racehorses in a field on the periphery of the airfield, one 
of which triggered a forgotten pipe mine and a resultant explosion. She reported it cracking two of 
her windows. What happened to the horse is not recorded.  

In 1962, the Royal Engineers Bomb Disposal Unit from Broadbridge Heath Camp at Horsham came to 
clear the mines. During this time Skyways airliners continued to fly and the bomb disposal personnel 
had to work quickly between flights. On the 15th March a Ukrainian* bomb disposal worker named H. 
G. Berreck hit a pipe mine with a hammer which exploded and killed him outright. He had reportedly 
been an ex POW from WW2. Also injured in the same incident was another worker named P. Masur. 

By 1968 the Royal Engineers had to return to Lympne as the new runway being built uncovered more 
pipe mines. A controlled explosion was necessary to clear the problem. At the time television news 
media wrongly speculated that the mines were dropped by the Luftwaffe in WW2! Some years later in 
the 1980’s the old Hawkinge Airfield was being built on for a new housing development and the same 
problem befell it, once again making local TV news. 

*Sometimes reported as German. 

LYMPNE AIRFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY 

Contact: John Simpson on 07508 708725 or email: 
 johnsimpson43@btinternet.com for information 

PICTURE COURTESY OF PAUL FRANCIS– SHOWING LATTER CLEARANCE AT LYMPNE 1968 

We would like to send a huge thank you to our 
band of newsletters delivery volunteers 
Merry Christmas to you and your families 

 
A THANK YOU FOR DELIVERING THE NEWS 

Through rain or shine, you walk each street, 
With news in hand for all to meet. 

The Parish newsletter, month by month, 
Arrives because of your great strength. 

Through letterboxes, door to door, 
You bring the stories we adore— 

The local news, events, and cheer, 
All thanks to you, our volunteers. 

No weather halts your steady pace, 
You keep us all in touch, in place. 
So here’s our thanks for all you do, 
The Parish thrives because of you. 



 

 

St Stephen’s  
Church 

Services DECEMBER 
 (for eco warrior volunteer days 
please visit the church website) 

Wishing you all a very  
Merry Christmas  

for church services and events see card 
enclosed withing this newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Club (ages 3-10) 
Meet 10-11am Lads’ club 
Contact Christine Clover: 

Call 0300 030 1662 or text 07379 877846  
christineclover@lympneandsaltwoodchurches.uk 

 
 

10%  
Discount  

for  
Lympne 

Residents 
at 

Come and join us at Lympne 
& Saltwood  

Toddlers  
10 – 11:30am 

Thursday mornings in the 
Harry Margary Hall,  

Aldington Road, Lympne 

LYMPNE &  
SALTWOOD  
TODDLERS 

 
 
 
LYMPNE FELLOWSHIP Lympne Fellowship wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas 

Our November meeting had us all busy making Christmas decorations, led by our own Rosemarie Hoad.  Everyone 
enjoyed themselves as they cut, wrapped and glued and some beautiful creations were made.  Our thanks to 
Rosemarie for leading us through the process. 
Christmas is rapidly approaching and our next get together will be our Christmas bring and share party with mulled 
wine and Secret Santa.   
We normally meet at 1.15pm in the Harry Margary Hall on the 2nd Thursday of the month, with a programme of 
interesting and informative talks and activities.  For further information about our group, please contact Jill Page 
on 07846 819693 

mailto:christineclover@lympneandsaltwoodchurches.uk


 

 

LYMPNE 

PARISH COUNCIL 

CONTACT  

DETAILS 

If you have any  

queries regarding  

local issues, or any 

other matters you 

wish to raise, you can 

contact Lympne  

Parish Councillors  

Current  Members 

Chair Mike Boor   

ViceChair Anne Beales   

Claire Yates  

Michael Potter 

Judith East 

Michael McAuley 

Steve Bingham 

Correspondence should 

be sent to the Parish 

Clerk Jeff Lawrence  

29 Honeywood Close 

Lympne  

Tel: 01303 883 228 

 e-mail: clerk@ 

lympneparishcouncil 

.gov.uk  

STUDYING HISTORY AND 
 ARCHAEOLOGY IN LYMPNE 

The speaker at the November meeting was 
our own Chair, Rosemary Stutchbury who 
gave a fascinating talk on Local Smugglers. 
She highlighted that in the 19th century 
smugglers were mostly labourers and farm 
workers doing seasonal work on low wages  
and living in poor accommodation.  
Smuggling activity arose in the 14th  
century, over wool with Calais charging a 
tax, and in 18th century there were taxes 
on brandy, gin and tobacco imported from 
France and  sold at a higher rate here. 
Over the years there were prominent men 
smuggling such as farmer John Bull with  
livestock for gold, George Rawnsley who 
kept a  slice of the profits with large boats 
out at sea transferring the goods from 
France to smaller boats to which  the  
community was kept in secrecy. By that 
time smuggling had emerged round the 
country as far as Yorkshire,Scotland ,Wales 
and Devon/Cornwall. Romney Marsh was  
popular  for smuggling because it was flat 
and magistrates/ were lenient and  
solicitors let off lightly. Blue lights were 
used to warn the smugglers and the Walnut 
Tree Inn was a centre and meeting place 
for the Aldington gang, under the  
prominent  Cephas Quested. In 1821 the 
Revenue chased  some smugglers with  
cargo at Camber, and in a battle 4 men 
were killed and 16 wounded. Quested was 
sentenced for hanging but Edward  
Knatchbull pleaded  for him whilst George 
Rawnsley, landlord of Bourne Tap in  
Ruckinge, a businessman, who ran his gang 
well, had a solicitor to plead  in his  
defence. He released some from jail in  
Dover but was wounded in trying to  
protect them. Smuggling in Lympne was 
thought to be from the House of the 
Square Porch in The Street, later the Post 
Office. At the back of the church is a 
wooden shanty which was a lookout for 
smugglers signalling down to the coast, 
later called Smugglers End, later becoming  
the old shop.  
We have no meeting in December but we 
start 2025 on Tuesday 21 January at 
7.30pm in the Harry Margary Hall with our 
popular ‘Memories of the 1950s/60s in and 
around Lympne’. All are  
welcome including non-members.   



 

 

ASHTON TREE CARE 
Hedge cutting , stump grinding , 

tree surgery 
All work fully insured 

Contact 07929 627 622  
ashtontreecare@gmail.com 

TAXI IN THE VILLAGE. 
Short, long or any distance.  

Airport, docks, etc.  
Ask for a quote. 
Speak to Geoff 

Phone 07703 444 814 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

VISIT  

http://
www.lympnevillagehall.co.uk/

bookings/ 

SPOTLIGHT 
 PEST CONTROL  
SERVICES LTD 

British Pest Control  
Association member.  

General pest control including rats, 
mice, moles, wasps, ants, fleas, 
bird spikes and general proofing 

Fast, friendly and  
reliable.  

Contact Dave on 07715211899. 
 info@spotlightpestcontrolkent.co.uk 
www.spotlightpestcontrolkent.co.uk 

PLUMBER 
City & Guilds qualified 

Affordable, Reliable and Local 

All work fully insured and  

guaranteed. Wide range of hot 

and cold water services. See 

website for further details, 

rates and customer feedback.  

Call now on 07899 034 695 

for a no-obligation, free quote  

or visit our website: 

www.condicoplumbing.co.uk 

Studio J  
Hair Salon  

 A family business 
in the heart of 

Lympne.  
 
 

20% off for new clients 
 on 1st visit. 

 
Call us on 01303 267877,  

text 07833 031717 or find us on  
instagram @studio_j_hair_lympne.  

CURTAINS 

Handmade  
curtains,blinds and soft furnishings.  

Curtain alterations. 

 Call Valery Wren 
01303 237 755 

DN PLASTERING SERVICES 
Local, Trustworthy & Reliable 

Over 25 Years Experience 
Call Darren 07932 002 442 

dnplasteringservices@gmail.com 

WRAIGHT'S MOWERS 
NEWINGREEN (A20) 

Servicing,Repairs,Sharpening 
Spares and Sales  

all makes of petrol & electric mowers. 
Benham Water Farm, 
Ashford Road (A20) 

Newingreen, CT214JD 
Opposite old race course 

Tel 07733293315 

ACC ELECTRICAL 
Fuse board changes, 

cctv,alarms, PAT  
testing, smoke alarms,landlord safety 

checks,  
security,lighting,rewires, smoke  

detectors and much more! 
Free Quotations and friendly  

reliable service 
01303 211 011/07595336880 

info@accelectrical.co.uk 
www.accelectrical.co.uk 

LOCAL TRADES  

 

07745 532075 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioners. 

Treating and managing foot and nail 
conditions, corns, callus, fungal,  

fingernails, diabetic foot care 

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk 

LYMPNE PARISH COUNCIL CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OF ANY 
OF THE DETAILS ADVERTISED. YOU ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO TAKE  

APPROPRIATE ADVICE BEFORE ENTERING INTO ANY COMMITMENT. 

THE EXECUTIVES SUITE  

Virtual Support Service 

Remotely supporting time limited 
business owners  

with administrative tasks. 

Travel, diary management, 

inbox detox & lifestyle  

management. 

Contact Natalie Dowsett at 

natalie@theexecutivessuite.co.uk 

CATHERINE’S CLEANING  
Over 4 years Cleaning Experience  

Regular Cleans 
Spring Cleans 

Serving Lympne,Hythe  
and surrounding areas.  

DBS checked, references on request.  
Call or message Catherine on: 

07957991266 
Email: flower.powercat@hotmail.co.uk 

NUMERACY OR LITERACY  
SUPPORT 

 
Would a young person you 
know benefit from additional  

numeracy and/or  
literacy support? 
I am a qualified and  

experienced SEN teacher  
with 20 years experience 

I have a limited number of 1:1/
small group sessions available 
Sessions from Ã12.50p/h  

 
Contact Bea 07412 808 098 

I’m Michelle, local 
branch owner for 
Sales and Lettings 
for The Good  
Estate Agent.  
We are a 13 year old 
family run,  

Nationwide business, with our Head 
Office in Lympne. 
I take pride in my high quality  
customer service and my doors 
don’t close at 5pm!  

For a Free Sales or Lettings  
valuation please call 07848015443 

or email  
michelleferbrache@thegood.co.uk 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lympnevillagehall.co.uk%2Fbookings%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfb915f130dc6402a939b08da8d7587dd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637977833190223090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lympnevillagehall.co.uk%2Fbookings%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfb915f130dc6402a939b08da8d7587dd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637977833190223090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lympnevillagehall.co.uk%2Fbookings%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfb915f130dc6402a939b08da8d7587dd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637977833190223090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
mailto:dnplasteringservices@gmail.com
mailto:michelleferbrache@thegood.co.uk


 

 

LOCAL TRADES  

REFUSE COLLECTION DATES 

DECEMBER 2024  

Recycling (Purple Lid/Black 

Box) and Food Waste will be 

collected on: Tuesday  10th  and 

24th  

Non -Recyclables (Green Lid) 

and Food Waste  will be 

collected on: Tuesday 

3rd,17th and 31st  

Garden Waste  Collections 4th and 

18th  

 Please do not put the lid on the 

Black Box ñuse the food waste 

container or a heavy object .    

DILTON MINI SKIP HIRE 
Ballast, hardcore, sand,  

topsoil supplied. Registered waste  
carrier. 

Phone 01303 812 448, or 
Mobile 07799 433 754 

RICHARD AJ THOMPSON LTD 
Plumbing & heating engineer 
Gas Safe Registered-No 513449, 

22 years experience. 
Central heating boiler servicing, 

repairs and installations.  
All domestic plumbing repairs, 

Water softeners, gas fires, cookers 
and water heaters.   

Landlord’s Safety Certificates. 
Tel 01303 266 273 
Mob 07540 333 250 

PAINTING, DECORATING &  
HANDYMAN 

Interior and Exterior — All types 
undertaken. FREE ESTIMATES. 

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
Call Mick Cockburn 

Mobile 07769 221 871 

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE 
BOWEN THERAPY IN LYMPNE 

Back pain, arthritic pain, asthma, 
digestive disorders, migraine,  
practically any problem can  
potentially be addressed.  
Lynne Rodgers, Cert ECBS.  

Call 01303 268 910 or 
lynnealexrodgers@gmail.com 

EX-JOB AND DOGS 
  Retired local police officer offering 

Dog Walking,Dog Day Care  
Boarding in Home Environment 

Home Watch Service Long/short term 
Including Cat Care 

 Contact Kerry  
with your requirements 
CONTACT 07791 095 895 

exjob17@gmail.com 

CN ELECTRICAL 
DOMESTIC &  
RESIDENTIAL  

New Sockets, Fault Finding,  
Rewires, Lighting, 

Consumer units and much more! 
NICEIC REGISTERED ELECTRICAN 

      Contact Chris 
Mob : 07826 505671 

www.cnelectrical .co.uk 
info@cnelectrical.co.uk 

HANDYMAN AND  
BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Roofing, Guttering, 
Plumbing, Drains,  

Painting, Decorating,  
Plastering 

Free Estimates 
References available 

 
Contact 07836 665382 

LYMPNE  
VILLAGE STORES 

AND POST OFFICE 
OPEN from 830-530 weekdays 

Saturday 830-2pm 
Sundays CLOSED 

Visit us for your everyday needs 
Milk,bread,eggs and your daily 
newspaper or magazine and the 

National Lottery. 

MUTTS APPRECIATED 
Professional Dog Grooming Services 

Based in Newingreen  

Fully qualified and insured 

All breeds welcome  

Tel: 07927335947 

Instagram: @muttsappreciated  

LYMPNE OVER 50s  
LUNCH CLUB 

 
Join our friendly social group for 
a chat over a hot meal, dessert 

and tea or coffee with fun activi-
ties, bingo or quizzes. Taking 

place at the  Harry Margary Hall 
on the 2nd Friday of each month 
Cost £8.50.  Booking the meal is 
essential at least the day before.  

Contact  
Margaret on 01303 269557. 

Transport available, if necessary,  
within Lympne Village 

PILATES 
Join Sharon in 

Tuesday mornings 
at Lympne Small 
Hall for a weekly 

Pilates session. 
Small friendly 

group 
 

Contact Sharon 07890 563023 

County and District  
Councillors Contact details 

KCC Councillor Jenni Hawkins 

jenni.hawkins@kent.gov.uk 

District Councillors 

John Wing 

john.wing@folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk 

Jeremy Speakman 

jeremy.speakman@folkestone-
hythe.gov.uk 

 

mailto:info@cnelectrical.co.uk

