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IN THIS MONTHS ISSUE 
NATIVITY SUCCESS, A NEW 

PATH,COUNCIL PRECEPT FROZEN 
 AND MUCH MORE 

DELIVERED TO 
HOMES IN LYMPNE, 
NEWINGREEN 

COURT-AT-STREET 
AND  

WEST HYTHE ROAD 



 

 

Village Hall 
Xmas Fayre  
Surprise VIP 
Guest 

We were surprised 
and honoured when 
the Chair of  
Folkestone and Hythe 
District Council, 
Abena Akuffo-Kelly 
(pictured) , arrived 
(at the  
invitation of Parish 
Council Chair Mike 
Boor) to meet  
villagers and do some 
pre-Christmas  
shopping. You just 

never know who is going to turn up at our events! We'd 
like to thank all the stallholders, volunteers and visi-
tors for making it a successful day, despite the 
(frankly) appalling  weather. As I write this, we're  
looking forward to two more big events at the hall this 
month, the Nativity Procession and our New Year's Eve 
Disco. Normally, once the Fayre is over your committee 
look forward to relaxing for a while, but not this year. 
Money raised from the Xmas Fayre will be added to the 
funds we are raising for the redevelopment of the  
playing field. 
As Chair, I would like to personally thank the  
committee for their hard work and commitment in 
2023 and look forward to working with them in 2024. 

LYMPNE VILLAGE HALL FILM CLUB  
IN THE HARRY MARGARY HALL 

Films will be shown every 4th Tuesday of the month 
MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY FOR THIS POPULAR 

VILLAGE EVENT.   
ALL PROFITS GO TO THE VILLAGE HALL FUND. 

7.15 for a 7.30 start  
FREE MEMBERSHIP 

Entrance fee of Ã5.00 includes refreshments and lucky 
draw ticket. 

Showing on Tuesday 23
rd
 January: 

BRASSED OFF 

Youôll enjoy this funny and moving film about the  

fortunes of the Grimley Colliery Brass Band.  It stars 

Pete Postlethwaite, Ewan McGregor, Tara Fitzgerald and 

Stephen Tompkinson. 

A real treat! 
 

We reserve the right to show a substitute film should the need arise or to refuse 
admission. Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult (ID will be requested)  

COMMUNITY CAROL  
SINGING HITS THE SPOT 
What more could get you in 
the Christmas spirit. Yet 
again the village and  
visitors came together for a 
great evening of carols, 

mulled wine and terrible jokes from the Salvation  
Army Band Leader on the 21st December. The back 
drop of the castle added to the great atmosphere 
with those attending commenting that now Christmas 
has really started. Thanks go to all involved in  
organising this great evening 



 

 

¥P²ñ g!âGP²Pâ Though the weather 

may be grim, the slowly lengthening 
days are a promise of warmer times 
ahead. Although it may not feel 
like it, climate change is hastening 
the seasons and it is a nice surprise 
to see early snowdrops and flowers 
on shrubs after a spell of nasty weather. These  
provide food for early insects as well as colour.  
Pulmonaria and hellebores are good for this as are 
mahonia, witch hazel and winter flowering honeysuckle 
among others. On a fine day, repair any damage to 
borders, hedges and trees and clean out gutters you 
can safely reach. Apples and pears can be pruned 
now, taking out dead and damaged wood and shorten 
the previous yearõs growth by a third. Some seeds can 
be sown now but delay unless you have a heated 
greenhouse or a warm bright windowsill. Seeds can 
become ôleggyõ before they can go outside so keep 
turning the tray or use tinfoil to keep the light  
constant. Look after plants given for Christmas.  
Poinsettias are difficult. They must not dry out or the 
leaves will drop and come September, they need 14 
hours in complete darkness each day to develop the 
red bracts. Likewise, azaleas must not dry out. Place 
plants on a tray of damp gravel so they can help 
themselves and be surrounded by a moist atmosphere. 
Misting tropical plants 2 or 3 times a week can help. 
When a moth orchid flowers fade cut the flower spike 
back to just above the first bump on the stem and 
place in a cooler room for a few weeks. They need a 
bright windowsill but not full sun. Happy New Year 
and Happy Gardening. 

A VITAL LINK TO 
JOIN NEW WITH 

OLD 
Exciting news for Lympne 
residents! A recently  
completed pathway now 
seamlessly connects the 
Lympne Playing Fields with 
Castle Road, creating a  
valuable link between Parish 
Owned land and Castle land. 
This "permissive" path not 
only enhances connectivity 
within the village but also 
provides a secure and  
mud-free route for various 
activities, including attend-
ing church services,  

exploring the castle, and accessing the official  
footpaths surrounding our Parish. 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to County Councillor Jenni 
Hawkins, whose generous funding made this  
permissive pathway a reality. The construction,  
skillfully carried out by Walker Construction, was 
completed efficiently in quicktime, just in time to 
support the festive nativity event held in December. 
The positive impact of this pathway was evident  
during the nativity event, where individuals journeying to  
òBethlehemó- also known as Lympne Castle expressed 
their delight with the new route. Notably, even the 
four-legged participant, the donkey, found the  
pathway agreeable without a single complaint. 



 

 

We open our 2024 programme on Tues. 16 January 
with our popular annual ôMemories of Lympneõ as 
the theme. The focus this time is on the events and 
effects of the two World Wars on the village. John 
Simpson, who chairs the Lympne Airfield Society, 
will set the scene highlighting the main events in 
both wars such as the Zeppelin dropping in WWI and 
another large bomb in WWII. As well as SHAL  
members, non-members are welcome to attend to 
share their own memories of WWII or those of their 
families with earlier stories and experiences of both 
wars. The meeting starts at 7.30pm in the Harry 
Margary Hall, and free refreshments are available 
at the conclusion of the meeting. 

Our January 2nd meeting is presented by David  
Goldsmith who will talk about Pre War and Post War 

Air Racing at Lympne with the emphasis on post war racing. This will be followed on March 5th with a  
presentation on Amy Johnson by the lady responsible for a bronze statue of her on Herne Bay seafront. Jane 
Priston raised the funds for this to mark the loss of Amy off the Kent coast in the Thames Estuary in January 

1941. 
Our meetings start time is 7.30pm. Admission Ã3.  

 This month we look at the founder of Castrol Oil, who took this area to 
his heart and came to live in Hythe over one hundred years ago. 

 
Lord Wakefield of Hythe 
By John Simpson 

Charles Cheers Wakefield was known as the Patron Saint of Aviation and 
was the founder of the Wakefield Oil Company, which became more fa-
mously known as Castrol. Born in Kirkdale, Liverpool on 12th December 
1859, and was later well connected with Hythe and Lympne Airfield. Born 
to John Wakefield and Margaret nee Cheers, his education in Liverpool 
was at the same school nearly a century later attended by Paul McCartney 
and George Harrison, the Liverpool Institute. He married Sarah Frances 
Graham in February 1887. 
It was as a result of a car breakdown incident in Hythe that he came to be 
acquainted with the town, and grew to love it, and move here. Charles 
Wakefield was known as the Baronet of Saltwood from February 1917. His 
first connection with Lympne Airfield was as a sponsor for prize money at 
the 1923 Lympne Trials, a series of aircraft competitions to encourage 
the design of light aeroplanes for the private market. The 1923 events 
were sponsored by a mixed purse. In his case he put up Ã200 for the 
greatest height achieved. It was won by Maurice Piercey in an ANEC 1, 
who achieved 14,400 feet. Wakefield would also go on to lend his name to 
a trophy competed for at Lympne Airfield events organised by the Cinque 
Ports Flying Club. The Wakefield Cup was competed for from 1933 to 

1937. 
During WW1, he had been Lord Mayor of London from 1915 to 1916, whilst living at White Cottage, Blackhouse 
Hill in Hythe. A larger house was built nearby called The Links, but during the First World War, it was consid-
ered too large for their needs by his wife, Sarah, so was lived in by Kitchenerõs soldiers. Charles served their 
Christmas dinner in 1914 himself. 
His title was raised to a peerage as Baron Wakefield of Hythe on 21st January 1930 and Viscount Wakefield of 
Hythe on 28th June 1934. He had also been given the freedom of the borough on 30th May 1930.  
In 1930 he had provided financial backing and fuel oils to Amy Johnson along with her father, for her first solo 
flight to Australia. He also financed the purchase of Jean Battenõs Percival Gull Six in which she flew from 
Lympne to New Zealand in 1936. Later she flew the Gull Six back into Lympne to an enthusiastic crowd recep-
tion. Lord Wakefield was probably amongst them. Amy Johnson and Jean Batten were regular users of Lympne 
Airfield in the 1930õs. 
Beaconsfield in Buckinghamshire was the location of his death on 15th January 1941 at the age of 82. He was 
buried three days later near his adopted Hythe home at Spring Lane Cemetery, Seabrook, where he lies to this 
day. Amy Johnson had died in the Thames Estuary 
only a week before. Today a Masonic Lodge bears 
his name locally. 

LYMPNE AIRFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY 

For  information about the Lympne Airfield History Society, contact: 
John Simpson on 07508 708725 or email: 
 johnsimpson43@btinternet.com 

STUDYING HISTORY AND  
ARCHAEOLOGY IN LYMPNE 

SPRING MEDITATION COURSE 
Next Course Commencing 
Saturday 2nd March 2024 

Ending Saturday 27th April 2024 
10.00am ð 12.30pm 
For 8 Sessions 

Location:  The Committee Room, Lympne Village 
Hall 

Learn some wonderful skills to keep your mind fit 
And to help support your health and wellbeing 

during these difficult times. 
For more information and to book a place 
Contact Ellen: Tel 01303 230604 or 

07740857109 
Email: ejgarrard2712@gmail.com 

mailto:ejgarrard2712@gmail.com


 

 

10%  
Discount  
for  

Lympne 
Residents 
at 

Happy New Year from  
ST STEPHEN½S CHURCH 
 SERVICES AND EVENTS IN JANUARY 

 2nd Lympne Airfield Association Meeting 730pm 
 7th Parish Communion  11.00 am 
  21st Morning Worship  11.00 am 
28th Parish Communion  11.00am 
SUNDAY CLUB  
Meets at The Ladsõ Club, Rectory Lane, Saltwood, 
CT21 4QA,   
10-11am during term time.   
We have a wonderful time with all sorts of art & crafts 
and cooking, games and lots of drama.  Fun groups for 
children aged 3-10 years.  New faces are always very 
welcome. 
For more information ring: Christine Clover on 0300 
0301662,  
text: 07379 877846 or email:   
christineclover@lympneandsaltwoodchurches.uk. 
The Monday Club for young people aged  
11 - 16 years is also held from 5.30 - 7.00 pm at its 
usual venue.New faces to both groups are always very 
welcome. 
For more information ring: Christine Clover on 0300 
0301662, text: 07379 877846 or email:  

Come and join us at 
Lympne & Saltwood  

Toddlers  
10 ð 11:30am 

Thursday mornings in the 
Harry Margary Hall,  

Aldington Road, Lympne 
CT21 4LE 

LYMPNE &  
SALTWOOD  
TODDLERS  

Here we go again! Another New Year, same old 
promises that last for only a fleeting thought. 
Groans of, ôLast year went so fast.õ  Letõs take a 
moment to consider the impact of this last year. 
There are of course the things we experienced 
that we would rather not, like the loss of a 
loved one, illness or other unwanted episode in 

life. There will of course be other things more positive, the 
birth of children adding to the family, weddings, holidays, 
pleasant surprises. For me it was things such as, my  
daughter moving into her first house, finally on the  
property ladder. Most notably was the ôall clearõ regarding 
my prostate cancer. A miracle because I was not receiving 
treatment. In the church we celebrate Advent throughout 
December in preparation for Christmas. Not just a day but 
a whole month of reflection and gathering in the church 
and in the community. Of note was the impact of this most 
recent Christmas season had on me. I noted an increase in 
those attending events, an increasing confidence to come  
together. A deeper sense of joy in the increased school 
activity. The question then to ask is, ôhow do we maintain 
that joy?õ We marked how Jesus came into the world to 
teach us how to live better, more peaceful, and united. He 
also made it very clear, in fact demanded, that we love 
each other. It is far easier to love others when we are  
happy. Joy, therefore, leads to us treating each other  
better. We become kinder and increasingly aware of  
others. The Bible has several verses that speak about  
kindness. Here are a few examples: 
Ephesians 4:32 - "Be kind and compassionate to one  

another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you." 

Proverbs 11:17 - "Those who are kind benefit themselves, 
but the cruel bring ruin on themselves." 

Luke 6:31 - "Do to others as you would have them do to 
you." 

Colossians 3:12 - "Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience." 

Galatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law." 

 
These verses highlight the importance of showing kindness 
towards others, forgiving one another, and treating others 
with compassion and love. Let this be our New Yearõs  
resolution for 2024.  Happy New Year, Rev Barry 

Lympne Fellowship wishes you all a very  
HAPPY NEW YEAR     

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed our Christmas Bring & Share 
party in December with the table loaded with a wide  
variety of food, mulled wine and entertainment, and not to 
mention (well, we will) Secret Santa ð presents for up to Ã5 
to be bought from a charity shop ð and there were no  
duplicates!  Our thanks go to the committee for organising 
a lovely event. Our January meeting is a quiz (with a  
difference) and a ploughmans ð something we all look  
forward to.  Lympne Fellowship normally meets at 1.15pm 
in the Harry Margary Hall on the 2nd Thursday of the month, 
with a programme of interesting and informative talks and 
activities.  For further information about our group, please 
contact Jill Page on 07846 819693 

ST STEPHENõS 
CHURCH, 
LYMPNE  

SATURDAY 
20 JANUARY 2024   

10.30am  - 12.30pm  
Join us for coffee, cakes & 
savoury bakes.  

(Well -behaved dogs welcome)  
Proceeds to maintenance 
of the church plus a  
donation to this monthõs 
nominated charity: Home 
Farm Trust Lympne Place  
Supporting adults with  
learning disabilities  

mailto:christineclover@lympneandsaltwoodchurches.uk
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REFUSE COLLECTION DATES JANUARY 2024  

Recycling (Purple Lid/Black Box) and Food Waste 

will be collected on: Tuesday  9th and 23rd  

Non -Recyclables (Green Lid) and Food Waste  will be 

collected on: Wednesday 3rd ,Tuesday  16th and 

30th .  Garden Waste  Collections 17th and 31st  

 

 Please do not put the lid on the Black Box ñuse the food 

waste container or a heavy object .    

County and District  
Councillors Contact details 
KCC Councillor Jenni Hawkins 
jenni.hawkins@kent.gov.uk 
District Councillors 

John Wing 
john.wing@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 

Jeremy Speakman 
jeremy.speakman@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 

Ķ!ĽÅŉ¹ӧLĊŦüLÅçӧĶĽeLeĶŘӧ©ĽĊƤeü 
At the December Parish Council meeting members  
having agreed the budget for the next financial year 
voted to keep the Parish Precept frozen for another 
year. The amount being collected on behalf of the  
residents of the Parish will be Ã35,000. This is separate 
to the Council Tax  imposed by the District Council 
which is expected to rise. Regarding the Parish Council 
Precept the following shows what you will pay  
depending on the banding of your home. 
BAND  per/year Ã per/month Ã 
A  36.00  3.00 
B  42.00  3.50 
C  48.00  4.00 
D  54.00  4.50 
E  66.00  5.50 
F  78.00  6.50 
G  90.00  7.50 
H  108.00  9.00  

Your Opinion CountsñTell Us Yours 



 

 

ASHTON TREE CARE 
Hedge cutting , stump grinding , 

tree surgery 
All work fully insured 
Contact 07929 627 622  

ashtontreecare@gmail.com 

LOCAL BATHROOM and  
KITCHEN FITTER  

Reliable, professional,20 years  
experience fitting bathrooms, tiling, 
plumbing and general building work. 
Call Andrew on 07788 728 787 for a 

free estimate.  

TAXI IN THE VILLAGE. 
Short, long or any distance.  
Airport, docks, etc.  
Ask for a quote. 
Speak to Geoff 

Phone 07703 444 814 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  

VISIT  

http://
www.lympnevillagehall.co.uk/

bookings/ 

  
DILTON MINI SKIP HIRE 
Ballast, hardcore, sand,  

topsoil supplied. Registered waste  
carrier. 

Phone 01303 812 448, or 
Mobile 07799 433 754 

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE 
BOWEN THERAPY IN LYMPNE 

Back pain, arthritic pain, asthma, 
digestive disorders, migraine,  
practically any problem can  
potentially be addressed.  
Lynne Rodgers, Cert ECBS.  
Call 01303 268 910 or 

lynnealexrodgers@gmail.com 

PLUMBER 
City & Guilds qualified 

Affordable, Reliable and Local 

All work fully insured and  

guaranteed. Wide range of hot 

and cold water services. See 

website for further details, 

rates and customer feedback.  

Call now on 07899 034 695 

for a no-obligation, free quote  

or visit our website: 

www.condicoplumbing.co.uk 

STUDIO J HAIR SALON LTD 
1a Belcaire Close Lympne 
A small family business  
with a big heart  

Studio J Hair Salon are excited to 
introduce the newest member of 
our growing team - Naomi; she will 
be starting with us on the 1st  
September and any new clients 
will receive 20% off cut and styles. 

01303 267877 
www.studiojhair.co.uk 

CURTAINS 

Handmade  
curtains,blinds and soft furnishings.  

Curtain alterations. 

 Call Valery Wren 
01303 237 755 

DN PLASTERING SERVICES 
Local, Trustworthy & Reliable 
Over 25 Years Experience 
Call Darren 07932 002 442 

dnplasteringservices@gmail.com 
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NEWINGREEN (A20) 

Servicing,Repairs,Sharpening 
Spares and Sales  

all makes of petrol & electric mowers. 
Benham Water Farm, 
Ashford Road (A20) 
Newingreen, CT214JD 
Opposite old race course 
Tel 07733293315 

ACC ELECTRICAL 
Fuse board changes, 

cctv,alarms, PAT  
testing, smoke alarms,landlord safety 

checks,  
security,lighting,rewires, smoke  

detectors and much more! 
Free Quotations and friendly  

reliable service 
01303 211 011/07595336880 

info@accelectrical.co.uk 
www.accelectrical.co.uk 
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07745 532075 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioners. 

Treating and managing foot and nail 
conditions, corns, callus, fungal,  
fingernails, diabetic foot care 

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk 

LYMPNE PARISH COUNCIL CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OF ANY 
OF THE DETAILS ADVERTISED. YOU ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO TAKE  

APPROPRIATE ADVICE BEFORE ENTERING INTO ANY COMMITMENT. 

PUNCH & JUDY 
PLAYGROUP 
Quality care and 
learning for  
2-4 year olds 

At Lympne Village 
Hall Term time only 

Mon-Fri  
8.30am-3pm,  

Weds 8.30am-1pm 
Tel. no: 07527 111584 e.mail:  
info@punch-and-judy.org.uk 

or visit www.punch-and-judy.org.uk 

THE EXECUTIVES SUITE  

Virtual Support Service 

Remotely supporting time limited 
business owners  

with administrative tasks. 

Travel, diary management, 

inbox detox & lifestyle  

management. 

Contact Natalie Dowsett at 

natalie@theexecutivessuite.co.uk 

CATHERINEõS CLEANING  
Over 4 years Cleaning Experience  

Regular Cleans 
Spring Cleans 

Serving Lympne,Hythe  
and surrounding areas.  

DBS checked, references on request.  
Call or message Catherine on: 

07957991266 
Email: flower.powercat@hotmail.co.uk 
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